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In the News 
CDC Hosts Grand Rounds on People with 
Disabilities and Public Health 
On December 18, 2012, CDC hosted a Public Health Grand 
Rounds promoting opportunities for the best quality of life for 
individuals with disabilities. 
You can access the event in 
the Grand Round archives.** 
 
**Due to technical problems, 
many attendees were unable 
to access and participate in 
the December 2012 webcast. 
In an effort to create dialogue 
around the topic of people 
with disabilities and public health, there will be a recast of the 
grand rounds event.  A recast date is still being determined 
but AUCD will provide updates on the confirmed date and 
call-in information. 
 
The Public Health Grand Rounds is a monthly webcast 
created to foster discussion on major public health issues. 
Each session focuses on key challenges related to a specific 
health topic, and explores cutting-edge scientific evidence 
and potential impact of different interventions. The Grand 
Rounds sessions highlight how CDC and its partners are 
already addressing these challenges and discuss the 
recommendations for future research and practice. 

 
Highlights from the 
Network: 
Michigan Releases 2011 
BRFS Data With 
Disability as a 
Demographic Variable 
The Michigan Department of 
Community Health recently 
released Health Risk Behaviors in 
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the State of Michigan, the annual report containing 2011 data 
from the Michigan Behavioral Risk Factor Survey (MiBRFS). 
For the first time in 25 editions of the MiBRFS report, the 
2011 report contains 25 tables that classify indicators of 
health status, risk factors, clinical preventative practices, and 
chronic conditions by disability status (among other 
demographic variables). This report can be accessed at: 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/2011_MiBRFS 
_Annual_Report_FINAL_402710_7.pdf 

Events from the Network: 

Webinar: Strategic Grant Writing: NIH Funding 
Mechanisms, Proposal Preparation & Review 
Process  
Date: Monday, February 18, 2013 
Time: 11:00am-12:00pm Eastern  
Register today! 
 
This webinar, sponsored by AUCD’s Council on Research and 
Evaluation (CORE), is intended for those interested in conducting 
research funded by the National Institutes of Health. The webinar will 
be presented by Judith S. Gordon, Ph.D., Associate Professor and 
Associate Head for Research in the Department of Family and 
Community Medicine at the University of Arizona, and Affiliated Faculty 
Sonoran UCEDD. The webinar will cover all aspects of strategic grant 
writing, including: which NIH institute to target, applicable funding 
mechanisms, how to prepare NIH applications, and how applications 
are scored by review committees. Participants at all levels of expertise 
and career development are welcome.  
 

Highlights from Partners: 
APHA Disability Section Call for 2013 Awards 
Nominations 
Do you know someone who has made a significant contribution 
through scholarship, teaching, practice and/or advocacy to advance 
the health and quality of life of people with 
disabilities?  Do you know an especially 
dedicated student?  If you do, now is the 
time to nominate him or her for one of the 
2013 APHA Disability Section Awards. 
Join us in honoring those who have made 
significant contributions to the field of 
disability within the context of public health. Students are encouraged 
to nominate a fellow student or mentor.  The Disability Section offers 
the following awards: 1) Lifetime Achievement, 2) Allan Meyers, 3) 
New Investigator, 4) Student Member, and 5) Advocacy. 

For further information and to obtain a nomination form, please contact 
Adriane Griffen, APHA Disability Section Awards Committee Chair, at 
agriffen@aucd.org with the words “Awards Nomination Form Request” 
in the email subject line. The deadline for nominations is 5pm ET 
Wednesday, April 10, 2013. The winners will be presented with their 
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http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/2011_MiBRFS_Annual_Report_FINAL_402710_7.pdf
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/498221305
mailto:agriffen@aucd.org


awards at the 2013 APHA Annual Meeting in Boston during the 
Disability Section Business and Awards Meeting. 

 
Webinar: Integration of Individuals with 
Disabilities into Local Public Health Programs  
Date: Wednesday, February 6, 2013 
Time: 2:00 pm- 3:00 pm Eastern 
Register today! 
Sarah Yates and Jennifer Li will be speaking about NACCHO’s 
programs designed to help promote the integration of individuals with 
disabilities into local public health programs and activities. These 

programs include a learning community with two 
modules – one focusing on obesity prevention and 
physical activity promotion, while the other 
encompasses emergency planning and 
preparedness for individuals with disabilities. They 
will share lessons learned from health departments 
that have implemented inclusive health programs 
in their own communities and demonstrate how 
they can be utilized within your own 
organization/family/etc. NACCHO’s toolbox, which 
has over 80 tools pertaining to health and disability, 
will also be showcased as a great online resource 

for free training materials, reports, fact sheets, and more. Join the 
upcoming webinar to learn more about these exciting health 
programs/resources.  

 

Resources: 
AUCD Health and Disability Special Interest 
Group Discusses Impact of 
Policy on Disability Issues 
AUCD’s Health and Disability Special 
Interest Group (SIG) met in 
December 2012 during AUCD’s 
Annual Meeting to discuss current 
disability and health initiatives, 
trends, and research and funding 
needs. The SIG is comprised of 
professionals and researchers within the AUCD network that work on 
or are interested in disability and health programs. Members recently 
articulated the need to understand the impact that policy has on the 
work being done within UCEDD and LEND programs. Below are 
several resources that discuss the impact of the Affordable Care Act 
on the work being done by many of our network members. 
    

 The Affordable Care Act: What Disability Advocates Need to 
Know 
http://www.aucd.org/docs/ACA%20Policy%20Matters.pdf  

 

 AUCD’s Health Reform Hub 
http://www.aucd.org/projects/health_reform/index.cfm 

http://cc.readytalk.com/cc/s/registrations/new?cid=6lqkdf9pspwm%20
http://www.aucd.org/docs/ACA%20Policy%20Matters.pdf
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 Medicaid Eligibility and Enrollment for People with Disabilities 
Under the Affordable Care Act 
http://www.kff.org/medicaid/upload/8390.pdf 

 
Another recommended, easy-read reference for understanding the 
ACA in more detail is “Inside National Health Reform,” by John E. 
McDonough, who was integral in writing the law.  

 

Health and Disability Special Interest Group (SIG) 
Listserv 
As a reminder, the SIG group has a listserv address available for 
use.  Feel free to use this listserv as a way to share with network 
colleagues and to learn from efforts across states. Members can 
communicate via the list using email by replying to an existing 
message or sending a new message to the list’s email address: 
aucd_hd@lyrisvs.aucd.org. Remember that when you are replying to a 
message, you are replying to the entire list, not to the individual who is 
sending the message. Please try to keep your posts professional and 
trimmed. 

Health & Disability Digest Submissions 

Would you like to share important updates or innovative practices 
from your program?  

Health & Disability Digest invites you to submit notable information from 
your project including information about your staff, network wide requests, 
upcoming or past events, available positions, new research developments, 
and resources.  Articles can be submitted using the online form or emailed 
to Sharon Romelczyk. 
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